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A DELDGE O FIEG

The Createst Confla-
gration ever Known
in Honolulu.

uninamwn@an AWy,

What has long been  feared by
some, and considered o certain event
by others, hus happened. The Chi-
nese quarter of Honolulu has been
devastated by n fire, that, gaining
headway in the dense aggregation of
wooden buildings, was quickly be-
yond control and sweeping in all
directions,  Practically all of Chinu-
town proper has been involved in o
sudden and vast conflagration, With
its narrow alleys and dark, unwhole
some courts and hovels s its piotur-
esque ugliness and interesting Oricn-
tal features; its immense traflic, on
large and small seales, legitimate and
otherwise: its =ocial institutions, of
good and bad repute, it has been
wiped almost completely off the eity
plot. A large amount of valuable
property belonging to people of the
European and Hawaiian races has
.heen obliterated ot the same time
within and on the borders of China-
town. Below will be found particu-
lars of this overshadowing event, us
full and nceurnte as possible under
the eircumstances,

ORIGIN OF THE FIRE,

Yesterday—=Sundny, April  18th,
1886—will ever be memorable in the
annalge of Honolulu for thig great
fire, A few minutes before 4 o'clock
the fire started in a Chinese cook
house on the corner of Hotel street
and Bmith's lane. It was produced
aecidentally by the owner of the
premises in lighting  his fire  for
cooking. Some Chinese ran from
the spot, by way of Meek streot, to-
ward the Police Station, shouting an
alarm. Officer McKeague ordercd
the Station bell to be rung, which
wag done with vigor, A general
alarm quickly followed from ull the
engine houses, China Engine Con-
pany was the first to reach the
seene, At the start a few buckets of
water would have quenched the
flames, but the Chinese denizons of
the neighborhood, in terror of losing
their all, paid no attention to the
flaming house, bhut devoted all their
activity and energy to saving the
contents of their shops and tene-
ments.  Although not a breath of
wind stirred, the inflammable nature
of surrounding buildings invited the
flames, and quicker than can he told
the fire was leaping from roof to roof,
gliding along versndahg, entwining
itsell about pillars and posts, fes-
tooning doors and windows, und
darting its fangs into every corner
and cranny where a sure hold could
be obtained. In the ealm the smoke
rose in o vast volume, mingled with
tongues of flame, high into the air,
showing the entire population of the
city and suburbs that a formidable
fire had started.  Both thorough-
farcs from the starting point were
soon lanes of fire, quickly extending
themselves into other streets,

PROGRESS OF THE FIRE.

By b o'elock the fire had spread
along Hotel gtreet near Maunakea,
and the fine threo storyfbuilding, of
Sun Hang Far Co., corner of Mauna-
ken and Hotel streets, was envelopod
in flames. It was evident by this time
that the fire was beyvond control, "The
Humes from this structure ignited the
Hop Chong Market and Hing Kee
Laundry on the opposite side of the
street, which  were  soon ablize.
From this corner, it marched stendily
forward in opposite direetions towards
Beretanin and  King streets, the fires
men Aghting it at every step, but the
oddds  were againgt them,  Engine
Noo 1 and the Hose reels of Nos, 1
and 5§ were stationed at the corner of
Muunnkea and King strects, A num-
ber of sailors from the British war-
ships in port, happening on shore,
went to work and rvendered eflfoctive
service. Hawail Engine No. 4, with
No. 1 Hose reel was stationed ut the
corner of Beretania  and Nuuapn

, strects, whenee o couple of streams

were played upon a muss of sniadl
wooden buildings to the rear of
Love's bakery, Operations ot this
point were ably conducted by ox-
Murshal Parke and Mr, J. A, Hassin-
ger, whose skilful generalship was
crowned with success in preventing
ghe fire from reaching Beretunis

gtroot bo thet direction, At the same
hour, 5 o'clock, Meek streot was blig-
ing on both sides, and the forward
murch of the fHames was making
stendy progress, being thon about
half way down towards King street.
On Maunakea street, the Amerioan
Hounse, at 5320, wae o mass of flame.
On the opposite sido of the strect, i
couple of warehouses were heing
rapidly consumed, giving forth «
serivs of loud explosions as the il
sl other inflammable stock within
were reached by the devouring ole-
ment, Tt wiae becoming more and
more evident  every minute  that
unless further progress was  soon
arrested in this direetion, the Kuo-
makapili chureh wos dovmed,  Sug-
gestions were urged by the Briiens
reporters and other spectators  to
prominent persons ﬁllppn.-r-f to b i
authority to make a gap abead of the
fire by demolishing # few of the small
buildings on the river side, after
which the firemen and other workers
would have their hands free to pre-
vent the flames getting hold of o long
row of two-story buildings on the
Waikiki side and which extended
clear back to Berctanin opposite the
chureh, but the invariable answer
wins 1 have no authority.” At this
juncture, His Majesty the King ac-
compnanied by Captain Hayley walked
round the corner, and at once took
in the situation, und gave orders
forthwith to tear down the structures
referred to, and the job was done,
Abont half an hour later, the tug of
war here reached a climax. A body of
men on the top and within the build-
ing b the end of t(he row already
mentioned, were tearving the  fabric
topicees, while the hosemen on the
opposite side  surrounded by the
|I]i!‘t|‘ri]l}" heat were playing upon the
flames with a steady strenm.  Thoe
five tiend wig happily baifled in the
struggle, and the conflagration at
this point was under control,

All thig time, the conflagrition
wus  rapidly  spreading  in other
directions, Maunskea, Meck and

Nutiant streets were all but cleaned
ont, thus putting the pestilential
slins and baek yurds of Chinatown
through a most effeetnnl puritication,
The fire on Nuuann  street  hod
reached the brick and cement build-
ing formerly occupied by Hollister
& Co,, which wae now o great burning
enuldron within, the flames bursting
out round the iron shattors,  Next
above thisg building was o vaeant lot,
and, beyvond the gap, Love's bakery.
The buildinge in rear of the bakery
were burned cloge up by the fire
gpreading from Smith's lune,  King
stroet, by 6 o'elock, presented an
awful seenc.  The Hames, having
warched down, in three solid, double
columns by Maupukea, Meek and
Nuuanu streets, raged on both the
seawanrd and mountain gideos of King,
all the way from Maunaken to Mogs-
man's corner,  Great volumes of
smoke, in pink, purple, orange, black
and yvellow  rolled gkyward, while,
in - every  direction,  columns of
flame and showers of sparks  con-
tributed (o the advaneing shades of
evening o lurid and twrrible glarve.
From the upper rear yerandah of the

Sadlor's Home, o fair view of the
whole  seene  was  obtained,  The
flwnes from  the burning  Anclior

Haloon roge high in the air:a body of
men were at work desperately trying
to demolish  the building on the
corner of Nuuanu and King streets,
1-1'l‘l$}iil'd |l.\' Wolie & Cu,, Brucers,
when, on the opposite cormer, s dense
grey elond of smoke covered the rood
of the Ohinese store.  The Chines
store wis in o few minutes a mass of
blazing timbers. Wolfe's store was
at once ignited and axemen  and
others, engaged in learing it down,
were driven oft, and the building soon
met the fate of the day.  Adjoining
this was a line brick buoillding, the
Merchant's Exchange, part of which
was ocoupied by the Merchant's Ex-
chunge Baloon,  Windows, doors anil
all other removable woodwork were
torn out, and flung into the strect,
By this means, the boilding  was
suved, and the adjoining store of
Castle & Cooke received but little
damage, However, in cuge of emer-
goeney, Messrs, Castle & Cooke had
removed all powder and inflammable
stock from the premiges. The Police
Stution was now enveloped in flame
from the ground to the cupoln, The
officials hid, early in the progress of
the fire, removed the prisoners from
the premises, as well as all records of
value, leaving the stock of opiumn,
confiscated from time to time, to he
smokaed out by the fire fiond, At pre-
cisely 6:57, the bell and cupola tum-
bled into the blazing debivis,

The interior of the Chinese Cluh
House, the grand opening of which
was reported in the Bunpens on the
third of February was being lekod up
by the Hames, its iron shutters, this
moring presenting o sadly  warpod
and battered appearance,  From the
Anchor Baloon to the Bethel Vestry,
the blaze rose npward in a mighty
volume, and was bhent over in o
threatening manner towanrds the roof
uof the Sailors' Home, three storics
high, At thig stage, the old historie
Bethel ehureh around which elusterisl
many sacred associntions of the past
and the present, was given up for
lost.  The movibles  were guickly
taken in charge by friendly hands,
and by 8:380 o'elock all that was left

| of King street,

| of this grand lundmark in the history

of Hawailun ¢ivilization was the bure
stone walls of the lower half of the
building, On the Bethel and King
strevt corner, the shop oceupied by
SM, Jonhson as o hagness and sol-
dlery store was torn down, and als
., Coleman’s, blacksmith and
miehine shop, on the Opposite sitle
The equipments and
lease of this shop were advertisod 1)
have been sold at suction, to-day,
Several bpildings had been pulled

UYL,

entorted  the brick and cement store
of Wing Wo Tai, and was thence
communicated to the large three-
gtory brick building of Wing Wo
Chane With the burning of the
Bethiel Church and the Wing Wo Tai
and Wing Wo Chan buildings, the
erisie of the conflagration was reach-
e, 1t was an hour of terrible soe-
pense.  Merchant and Fort streets
were in imminent danger.  Thirty
winutes would decide whether only
the Chinese guarters or the whole
city of Honolulu would next morn-
ing be a weird wilderness of c¢harred
and smoking ruing.

The phenomennlly perfect  calin
which had prevailed all the evening
now changed to a barely pereoptiblo
sotthwest hreeze, turning  the Hames
and fying fragments in the direction
of the guarters alvendy hopelessly on
fire. Soversl umbrageons giants, in
the rear of the Bethel Church lot, in-
terpoged their widespreading arms,
botween the flames and the two-story
fubric behind  the Post Office on one
side of Bethel street, und the Sailors’
Home on the other. Connecting
sheds were speedily torn down by the
British toars with axes and hawser,
aided by o body of the houschold
troops, firemen and  others, The
Wing Wo Chan buildiog, stocked
with a ghip's cargo of goods, burnail
internally like the crater of a vol-
cano, while explosions from burning
kerosene  =onnded like discharges
from a battery of artillery, Happily
for the city, the eonflagration did not
get neross Bothel street or into the
Sailors’ Home building, and the erisis
had passed in safoty go far us Fort,
Merchant and Queen streets  wuore
coneerned,

A hard fought battle was main-
tained for three long hours, up to ¥
o'¢lock, in the vicinity of the Foun-
dry. Only the outbuildings of this
estublishment were destroyed.  En-
gine No, 1 hind secured a pogition on
the dock near the limekiln, making
prurn of an inexhaustible supply of
witter, having the Pacifie Ocean to
druw from,

All this while, the Hames wire
sweeping along King street, on bath
gides, towirds the bridgne. At 11:20
precisely, the wall of the last huild-
ing, on the seaward side, noxt the
bridge, fell in; the second last house
direotly across the street being then
well dguited, These two  houses,
gtrnnge to stay, were saved ; and this
morning stand, in grim isolation, on
the corner of some sixty acres ol a
BWlack whete of emoking debris.

KUENES AND INCIDENTS,

As the fre advanced along the
stroots, it was preceded and often
overtook an  indeseribable  geene,
Through the throng of spectators,
the occupants of threatened tene-
ments and sghops broke their way,
carrying their movable eflects to
plices of safety. Many had wheel-
barrows and hand carts; more im-
provised hand harrows out of doors,
blinds, reversed tables, and the like;
bulky articles wore earried or dragged
aecording to their weights drays
were hurrving after londs or moving
awny heavily luden; from windows
and vernndalis honsehold goods wers
thrown into the strectg, oiten strik-
ing with the gonnd of crashing glirs
or other fragile msterisl,  Above ull
the rour of the lomes and an almost
constant fusillade of exploding kero-
sene, ammimition and fireworks, of
one or all of which nearly every shop
seemed to carry o lurge stock,

Down on the Waikahatolu stream,
from Smith's bridge, an indeseribuble
scene was presented while the flames
were still on the conquering marel
toward  Beretanin  street and  the
water, The left bank was swarming
with natives and Chinese, in the
midst of piles of household effects,
Men, women amd  children were
wading and  swimming back and
forth across the stream, propelling
every imaginable sort of float, piled
with goods or returning after dis-
charging freight on the opposite
flats. There were bonts, canocs, re-
versed tubles, rafts made of pieces of
furniture, and trunks, all employed
in the work of snlvage. In one case
a native lad was seen swimming
over, propelling what looked like a
kneading trough, with a lively little
dog for u pagsenger.  Furniture and
utensils were hurléd from the top of
the bank to those engaged in the
fervinge service below, leaving the
latter to take all the care of not
being struck with the flying chattels,
On the large marsh opposite were
heaps of effects in numberlegs array,
surrounded by groups, of every age
and sex, in a picturesque variety of
costumes, The whole formed a seene
peculinrly inviting to an - artist, but
the lwm-il was never wielded that
could  adequately  transfer it to
CILNVis,

The sandbar and flats at the head
of the harbor, toward the Onhu Jail,
presented an equally striking picture
when the approaching flames drove
out the inhabitunts of that densely
populited  region—so recently  dos
eribod, to show up its unsanitary
condition, in severnl of the local
papers=—hetween King street and the
harbor.  In the light of the blazing
houses, dimming the radiance of the
moon, o numerous array of human
faces could be peen rogarding with
dismay the advapcing ruin of their
recently sheltering roof troes,  These
unfortunate people were grouped in
canoes and  on rafts, with  their
vllvets heaped about them and on
adjneent eanoe stages.  There was
one pile of three trunks, surmounted
by a rocking chair, standing right up
out of the water,

NOTES.

Rev, J. A, Cruzan desires it inti-

mated that apy white people; burned

- e e T .
down, it other  points, t\urlug the | oat and destitute

From the Anchor SBaloon, the five | pesidence, 196 King street,

| church lust night,

will ho nssured ase

sistnnce on uppiyim: to him at his

DAVIS & WILDER,

— IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN —

Staple and Fancy Groceries,

No. 52 Fort Bireect, Popular Stand, Goods, Prices,

Complete Line of Fresh Groceries and Provisions :

Crosse & Bluckwell's Preserves and Oond%muut!.
J. T, Murton’s y . "

Cutting Pocking Unt's ¢ # "

Macondry & Co.'s English Breakfast Oolong Jopan and Comet M Teas,
Cala Crucker Co's Pladn and Faney Crackers, avary variety;

San Joso Paoking Co's Premium Frais in glass jars;

Muajor Giey's gennine Bombay Chutney, quarts;

Kennedy & Co.'s Hoston Cream Biscults,

Penk, Frean & Co 's assoried Fancy Biscuits, .

Holmes & Coutts' Sea Foam Walers,

Corenls for Breakfast, in patent weavel peoof 1015, tins:

Cunned, Curried, Potted and Deviled Meats, Fowl and Fish,

Evaporated, Peelod und Pitted Froits, y

Raising and every varfety of Nuts,

Honeless Anchovies, Mackerel und Bavdines in Ofl,

Chovolnte, sweet and unswoeetened, Coeon nnd Cognatinn,

Pure Maple Syrup ; Boston Brown Bread,

Our Ice House Coods,

By every steamer, is o specinl feature, comprising Fresh Rol) Butter, Oysters, shell
and tin; Fish, Fruits and every delicacy ne it comes into the San Francisco market,

Orders by Telephone received and Deliveries Made in an Hour
after Steamer Docks,

t@&™ Quality of all Goods guaranieed. Prompt deliveries 1o all paris of 1l
Qn.ml Whaikiki daily. P. 0. Box No. {:lh:IBnth Telephones N.'f';a'o. “w i

The Indies of Fortstreel church,
agsigted by ladies of the Bethel,
spread free lunch, with hot coffee, for
the people rendered homeless by the
fire, in the Vestry of the former
The young men
carried similar vefreshment to the
gallant firemen, Rev. J, A, Cruzan
had Fortestraet church placed at the
dispoal of the homeless for ghelter,
Konumakapii Church was tenderod
for a like purpose, while the Minister
of the Interior,, Mr. Gulick, placed
the Dmmigration Depot at the dis-
posal of the Chinese representatives
fo house their suflering  fellow-
conntrymen,

All the ronds leading out of town
wore lnst night teeming with the un-
fortunates driven ont of their homus,
some of them having a portion of
their househaold goods with them,

There was o good deal of stedling
done, as is usial at large Hres every-
where. Bome liguor having been ap-
proprinted by the mob, a lirge am-
ount of noise and riot was the result,

The number of persons, made
liousclegs by this terrible ealamity, is
virionsly stated from 5,000 to 8,000,

THE LOsE,

The following is the valuation of
the property destroved, ax given by
the assessment books, from which it
i inferred that the disaster involves
n loss of at least one million five
hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,-

OO0 1 J ) h - y
Block 18 . $150,000 UST OPENED Ul X
Block 37. .. 05,000
i"dn'k |‘| . N-:,:::;

] '.k O »a)e il AL
{ﬂ'..fk {3 B »llg',c;,mm —— A FINE LINE OF ——
Block 7. 135,000
Block 5 :E{;,::::
Block 9 | .

——— w [ ]
Totul assessment $1,355,000 Jersey alsts from 32 to ‘s’

INBURANCE.

In the Fireman's Fund Ingurance
Co,, C. R, Bishop & Co., agents, Chn-
lan & Co, had $1,000 on o smsll
wootden building that stood next o
the Empire Saloon, total loss; Wing
Wo Tw & Co, $1,600 on wooden
building and  stock that  stood he-
tween their house and the Bothel
Chuarel, total logs,  Inthe Liverpool,
London and  Globe Insuranee Co,,
Bishop & Co., agents, #1000 on Mogs-
man's warchouse; loss about §500,
Total insurnnee in the firm of C. R,
Bishop & Co., $3.000,

In the Sun Fire Office Insurianec
(o, of London, G. W, Macfarlane &
Co,, agents, the Empire Saloon, cor-
ner of Nuuanu and Hotel stroots, had
$3,500; total loss. Yo Wo Chan &
Cao, Chinese merchants on Mauna-
ken street, $2,50500; total loss. A
gmall house, 46 Nuuanu gtreet, on
International Hotel premises, owned
by G. W, Macfarlane & Co,, insured
for $400, was completely degtroyed,
Total insnrance in the house of G.
W. Maciarlane & Co,, $6,400,

With the Prossian National Insur-
ance Co,, H Reimensehneider, ngent,
Wolie & Co,, grocers, on corner of
Nuuanu and King strects, $1,500 on
stock s total loss.” O, Apai, $1,500 on
building that stood corner of King
and Meunakew streetg, oeeupied by
Quong On Kee and others; towl
lose. A smull house, 44 Nuuunu
street, owned by Macfurluine & Cu,
and vecupied by o Chinmun, wae
insured for $400; total loss. The
tull amount ol insarance by the
Proesiun National Co, was $3,400,

In the South British Co., . O,
Berger, agent, §8,0625. The Interna-
tionnl, C. O, Berger, agent, $8,0625.
The Hartford, C. O. Berger, agent,
3,750, and the Commercinl Insur-
wnoe Co,, €. 00 Berger, agent, $4,000,
Totul insurance in companies for
which (. O, Berger is agent is $20,-
000, which is principally divided in
smull sums among  Chinese  stores
and natives' dwellings, except $6,000
in the Paiko block, and £5,000 in the
Empire saloon,

In the Commercial Union Insur-
ance Co,, of London, A. J. Cart-
wright, sgent, $4,000 on the Paiko
block which will be repaired, damsges
estimated at about $2,600. In the
Imperial Insurance Co., of London,
A. J. Cartwright, agent, $1,500, on
the house of Wing Wo Tai & (o,
total loss.  Full amount of insurance
in companies for which A, J, Cart-
wright is agent, $5,500,

In the Trans-Atlantie Co., Hack-
feld & Co., agents, $060.250, and in
the North German Co,, Huckfeld &
Cuo,, agents, $23,750, making a total
of  $84,000 in  companies  for
which' Hackfeld & Co, are agents,
This $84,000 is mostly divided into
policies, ranging between four and
five thousand dollars each, and is
entirely on Chinese  property, the
principal one being Harng On Kee,
corner of Hotel and Meek streets, in-
sured for $10,000, and Wing Chung
Lung, Hotel and Maunnken streets,
for $5,000; also Wing On  Wo,
Maunakea street, for $5,000, and all
are total losses. In the Royal In-
suranee Co., of Liverpool, W, .
Irwin & Co,, agents, $25,000, and  in
the Union, of New Zealand, lrwin &
Co, sgents, §12000. Total insur-
anee in compunies for which Irwin
& Co. ure agents, $37,000, which is
divided prineipally among the stone
buildings on Nuuanu street.

In the Northern Insurance Co,
¢ 1!. Duvies & Co,, agents, $7,500,
F0,000, of which wus on the brick
structure that stood between Cuastle
& Cooke's and Wolfe & Cols; the re-
mauining 1,000 is in small sums in
various pluees. The Hamburg-Bre-
men Co., F, AL Schaefer & Co,, agents,
have $2000 on the goods of Wing
Wo Tai & Co, and $5,000 on the
building they ocoupied, owned by B,
Magnin, ’

Jersey Cloths in all Shades;

Ladies’ Untrimmed Hats, the latest Styles;

Feathers, Flowers,
' Ribbons, Laces,
Ornaments, All-Over Lace,
Arasenes, Chemilles,

And a Fine Line of Trunks,

——— AT

CHAS., J. FISHEL.

—

TEMPLE OF FASHION,

G1 and 63 Fort Street,

We nre pleased to nnnounce the arrival of our immense latge Invoice of

Dry Goods, Fancy Goods, Laces, Ribbon,

Clothing and Grent’s Furnishing Goods,

and are now offering unprecedented and uncivalled Bargains in all our departm’ts,

Letting Down the Ptice.

Just received, 100 picces of very ﬁne\\’lcmrlu Lanwn ot $2 apiece, 10 yards; a very
lurge assortment of now Bpring siyles in Lawns, 4-4  Batiste, Sateens, plain
figured and broceaded, white Pique and o full line of Dress Goods, the latest out.

Lace Boucle, L.adies’ Tricot Cloth

in all the new shades; 40 doz Ladies Ligle Thread Hose at 40 cents,
the best value ever offered.

Clothing Department.

Just received, all the )atest styles in Boys and Children’s Buits; Great Barguivs ,
Boys Blue Flanel Sailor Buits nt $2.60 o Suit, Just recelved, direct from
Eustern manufactures,

Ladies, My Misws and Chikens Shoeg

which we offer at be l-rock prices,

8. COHN & CO., Proprietors.

205

Cheselronsh  Namnfagtring  Company's

Vaneline Pure,
Vasellne White,
Vancline Pomnde,
Yasellne Camphor Iee,
Vaneline Cold Cream,
Vaseline Conmetigne,
Vasellne Hair 011,
Vaseline Sewing Machine 011,

Hollister & Co., 109 Fort Street. =

P. 0. BOX 315. ESTABLISHED 1870, Telephone 172,

JOS. E. WISEMAN,
General Business Agent.

Campbell Block, =« =

Renl Estate Agent,
En‘lJnlnl)'mcm Agent
Hder's Swumnhip Agoent
Great Burlington Huil
Ancrica,

Honolulu, ¥, X,

Custom House Bioker,
Money Broker,
: Manager Hawsilan Open jHouse,
rosd Agent Fire und Life In:urance Agent,.
(e ly)

[CONCLUDED ON BBt FAGE,)




